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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 128 


[Abstract:] Reports unsafe condition of the copper locks and the outer doors of the New Vault. 


The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, 
January 16, 1883 


Sir: 


Permit me to direct your attention to the condition of the upper lock on the outer door of 
the new vault. It has never worked well, owing to defective construction. The combination can 
never be trusted within half a degree of the setting. It is now useless, except as a foil — nobody 
can work it. 


This reduces us to one lock on the outer door, there being no alternate in case the lock 
gets out of order. Having called in Mr. James he has examined the lock, and finds it defective in 
fitting up, and otherwise not such a lock as we had a sight to expect on a door so expensive. The 
lower lock is good. The locks on the inner door are both excellent. 


Very Respectfully 
M.H. Cobb 
Cash. 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


